shn Leroy Bell

Subject: John Leroy Bell
Date: Sat, 6 Oct 2001 15:47:04 -0500
From: "echols" <echols@dixie-net.com>
To: <jgehring@sccoast.net>

Joan, the information | have on John Leroy Bell came from Information | found at the Fairfield County Museum, A Registered National Historic Landmark
¢.1830, when | visited Winnsboro, S. C., several years ago. Itis a wonderful place to research histories of area families. They have quite a large file on the
Belis. | copied some 60 pages on just the Bells, from record intitled "Bells from Falrfield District South Carolina” There are several references to John Leroy
& his family & some 6 Or 7 letters that he wrote his family during the war. Also it states that he died March 21, 1863, survived by daughters, Mary Agness and

Elizabsth and son Charles. I'm going to attempt to scan two pages and send you, 'm new at this so, et me know if you receive it ok., otherwise I'li be glad to
make copies and mail to you. Ruth Echols
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,your affectionats son untill dsngh, "

‘Camp nesr Frederick

January 22, 1863
Dazr Wife

I seat aiysell this n-oru:lng 1o inform your of my health vwhich s g
at preseat. 1 do truly hope theso Macs may come to hasd and find you 8l
well and a doing well, Charlatte T baven't much to write st this time for
- I bave wrote you 4 or 5 lctters sineo I have ot vae ¢rom you by male

the last lester U got with my clothes - I havent got one irom you by male
two monthe and It huris my feelinps that I cant get no lettera from you.
Charloiia T got my clathes by Mz, Strong aad Calvin Chestaut, Calv told

me kel ka saw you at your mothors - ha zaid that you was well and hear

lookicg - he sald that be expecisd to go to soc you before he started back
. but Mr. Strang took & notlen of starting oarlier than he expactsd and hads
tho chance of going to sse you - I gat one pair of pants two pais of drawes
cne shirt cac patr of shoes 1 aeck comfort & something to ga aver my aai
and I got & handkerchief and latter (n one of the pockats = and we got som
fruit and gome buttor which we bave had som pood messes of. It has dos
mnhupo!’gqad - you have no Lldss how pood 1t eate to us - ! wouldnt tak
10 doilare for what frull apd burter you sent us « Now Chwlalte' we are
expecting orders [0 march cver%laute = we have ordsss to koep two day
Fatians cooked in our havoe sacke to be ready to march at 3 moments waz
iny e wie have ao idea where we aze eainp to - it is hard the way poor
soldiers are sreated - it 15 bed weather if we have ta merch sow. I do
think: yrstorday 3ad last nipht waa the worst night of wind and yrin and col
that T ¢ver anw ~ the pround {g ua.lhlag Lt med and water - [ aw lired of
thic place and L ump worn aut whih ths sound of e drum and drilllop -

I want to haar the sound of your volee and of thewn Nuer Jistle childran aad
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I do L.pe to be sparci to enjuy thet day. [ wrote home to you to try (o get
e to Qvurave sarmewhars but it looke ke § will aever ger any moro
letters from you - [ still look every day Sut | Jook in valn - you auld in
your last letier that you had killed your hopr - 2 think you ought to have
enough maat to do you - 1 hone snd truat I will et home o bulp yan s
same of t - my sdvice 20 you s tn sgve 31l you can to eat.  Tell «..y little
chlldren bawdy for me and 1 do want yon 4o write o n-¢ soon snd fall not -
1 will close by asking ysu to writa to me. Nathiag msre at prasent but

I remmatn your affectionate husband ontith death. **
>

Ir. & posteeri to one of his letrara to Cherlotte, John Leroy Bell
jeft this philosopbicel bit: "V'hen this you see, remen:der me -thoosh
in same distant land { be, "

Joha Lazoy Bell died Mageh ZI, 1863, while serving In Company “A"
of the 5th Soulls Caroline Reglment. He was survived by his wife Charlotte;
two daughsers, Wary Agness and Elizabsth Jane; apd a gon Charles,

Joseph Bigham, brother of John Leroy, dizd ai Atlauta in 1663,
followiny wounda yacweivod In the Mattls of Chieamanga, He was su:vlva;!
by his wife Eliza, kad one son John noh.crl.

Twa othor sons of James Montgamery Aell, Rebert Brown Bell
ane Charies James Bell, fought through the war and returned to their
families in Chester Distrlcl,

Two sona rf Charles, the shg of Willlam Bell IL, died: Navid of
Missiszipal, Navermbor 19, 1863, and Juha P, of Falrfiuld Disiries, Anri} )0,
1263, prasumatkly in Lhe military scrvice. Uavid was survived by hiv wif-
Jane, and two sons, S illlam and Jaresce, [4] John 14, wad survived by
hic wife loal. Hia H. Bell.

Anc o Missicsinpl. serving with Corpany “'C** of the A4tk Potanineippt

[41 V.S, Censun 1850 of Oktibbehn Conmty, Mfieaisslppl lisio children af
David bell, There may hava been others,
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